The problem
The discussion of the relations between philosophy and medicine is rarely complete without repeating Hippocrates' famous words:
"A physician philosopher is equal to God". This formula usually contains the idea of medicine and philosophy unity. However, it may also suggest a hint at the unattainable ideal.
The immediate reason for the discussion of the issue of the relation of philosophy and medicine is the need to improve the process of postgraduate medical education, "History and philosophy of science" exam being its part.
The experience of work with postgraduate students and applicants for the degree shows that some topics of the "Philosophy of science" course are understood markedly worse than the rest. Based on the well-known patterns of the psyche, it can be assumed that the reason is the resistance: information that is not built in cognitive representations is poorly remembered.
This article is aimed to analyze the causes and conditions of the reduction of cognitive dissonance between philosophical and medical discourse. The object of the research is a philosophical aspect of the "philosophymedicine" opposition.
We assume that there are difficulties in the way of mutual understanding. They are of two kinds. The first ones are basically eliminable. From the point of formal logic it makes such phrases as "philosophy of medicine", "philosophy of technology", "philosophy of language", etc.
contradictory.
The concept of "philosophy" can be defined by specifying its specific features which distinguish philosophical discourse. These are gravity of the problem and thoroughness of its consideration, criticality and reflexivity, validity and beauty of thought, axiological nature. They are tied to specific cultural traditions and dependent on historically volatile meanings of the concepts of "science", "philosophy", "subject of philosophy", etc.
Methodological function of philosophy
The thesis of methodological function of philosophy, which is a key assumption of the "History and philosophy of science" course, is one of the most challenging in terms of cognitive comprehension.
The issue of the role of philosophical methodology is complex by its very nature.
However, a large part of this complexity, in our opinion, is explained by the "unnecessary can be applied instead if it is sufficiently common and, consequently, has semantic "capacity". These are, for example, phenomenology, methodology of research programmes, systemic analysis, etc.
As for many prominent scientists, they formulate their own methodological principles of the philosophical level.
A heuristic role of dialectics depends on the status of the hypothesis supported by dialectics.
If the hypothesis is correct dialectics helps in establishment the truth and if it is not true it helps
to become firmly convinced in one's delusion.
This conclusion is consistent with historical facts:
dialectical materialism has been applied not once nor twice to support erroneous ideas and combat true ones.
Dialectics is an example of a closed system in the sense that an erroneous conclusion based on its arguments can be interpreted as the lack of dialectical thinking. According to logic, the amazing resourcefulness of dialectics is its vulnerable point but it explains its attractiveness from the perspective of psychology of cognition.
Scientific paradigm and neo-mysticism
According to the author, all mentioned above should become a prelude to the discussion of modern philosophical problems of biology and medicine. One of them is attitude to mysticism and parascience, an eternal companion of cognition.
It is worth noting that the problem is not only how to combat it but also whether it should be done.
In Interestingly, in his "Ludwig Feuerbach and the end of classical German philosophy", the former main source to study dialectical materialism, F. Engels wrote that the need for professional philosophy will die off when the dialectical method wins in science. This F. Engels' idea has never been popular, at least in the printed texts. In contrast, in Soviet times professional philosophy made many efforts to prove specificity of philosophical cognition.
